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December 6, 2009

XXXXXXXXXXXX
Kolstein Talent

247 West 38th Street,

10th Floor

New York, NY 10018

Office of Immigration and Naturalization Service

75 Lower Welden Street

St. Albans, VT 05479

Dear Sir or Madam:

I began acting on the stage in NY and won an Obie Award for my performance in Blade to the Heat at the Public Theatre.  I played opposite Robert De Niro in Cuba and His Teddy Bear on Broadway, as well as played on off-Broadway in Requiem for a Heavyweight and Divine Horsemen.  I also played Achilles in the New York Shakespeare Festival’s production of Troilus and Cressida in Central Park.  I am a founding member of the Touchstone Theatre, the American Folk Theatre and the Labyrinth Theatre Company.

Off the stage, I have over 60 credits in film and television, which include Pulp Fiction, The Last Castle, 21 Grams and Bad Lieutenant, which I also wrote.  Needless to say, my extensive experience in this industry has taught me to recognize extraordinary talent.
I had the wonderful opportunity to work with XXXXXXX as his teacher for nearly two years.  At the time, he already had 15 years in the business, with the last four or five in Italian television, so I could relate to him also as a colleague.  He knew what it was like to have to go to set everyday and work the extensive hours this artistic medium requires.  He was and still is a professional.

During the years I worked with XXXXXXXX, I discovered that his rare talent produced completely truthful performances.  He doesn’t have to push the part into being, or the emotions into emoting.  He genuinely feels it—lives it—on stage or for the camera.  This is rare.  This cannot be taught.  I as his teacher encouraged it, but that is all.  To say XXXXXX is versatile is an understatement.  He can turn an audiences heart from laughter to tears on a dime.   Intense, like an Ed Norton, he is unafraid to be directed—unafraid to release the reins and be putty in a director’s hands.  Many actors struggle with this, but XXXXX is fearless.  This is what directors are looking for in the industry.  They may find a great talent, but that talent doesn’t know how to be led.  This is not the case for XXXXX. 

Therefore, knowing this industry intimately, I can attest that XXXXXXXX is of a very rare acting talent and ability.  He is exactly what the industry here in the United States needs to create truthful and engaging theatre and film.   He has star quality—in a way that will engage audiences for many years to come.  I fully support his application for an O-1 visa, and ask that you grant this request.

Sincerely,

XXXXXXXXXXX
